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NewSchools’ investment model
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Cross-cutting priorities

e Expanding the definition
of student success

e Centering equity

e Funding Black and Latino
education innovators

e Financial and
Non-financial support

e Thought leadership



NewSchools supports tools, content,
and models that increase equity by
for
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Literacy is key driver of equity, empowerment, and learning
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Demand for new types of literacy solutions

« Too many literacy learning experiences are neither culturally responsive
nor aligned with research

« COVID-19 has had disproportionate effects on historically underserved
students, especially in regard to literacy development

« ESSER funding can align spending power with equity-centered solutions

« Significant investment capital is available, yet racially diverse leaders are
being structurally excluded from funding pathways
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https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2016/culturally-responsive-classroom
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/the-most-popular-reading-programs-arent-backed-by-science/2019/12
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2021/07/19/early-reading-tests-can-aid-educational-recovery-after-the-pandemic/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=literacy%20assessments%20for%20K%E2%80%932%20learners%20can%20be%20effective%20in%20identifying%20learning%20gaps&utm_campaign=EP%20newsletter%207-21-21
https://www.future-ed.org/how-states-are-using-federal-funds-for-learning-recovery/
https://www.erstrategies.org/tap/ESSER_for_equity
https://medium.com/reach-capital/u-s-edtech-roars-with-over-3-2-billion-invested-in-first-half-of-2021-d69049dbce30
https://docsend.com/view/s5fqe2ceyhmakkf5

Building a portfolio of early-stage, equity-centered solutions

By the numbers... Learning Solutions literacy portfolio

In 2021, we invested $2m in 10
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Literacy content & tools: Investment theses

=> Supporting educators and parents to implement
research-based instructional strategies

=> Enhancing cultural relevance and diverse representation
=> Leveraging the power of 1-1 or small group literacy instruction

=> Targeting the needs of specific student subgroups
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Supporting educators and parents to implement
research-based instructional strategies

fl }The Literacy
Architects,LLc™

The Literacy Architects develop Literacy Masterminds, a series of
virtual learning cycles through which teachers receive
step-by-step guidance on implementing evidence-based reading
practices aligned with their school's curriculum.
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Enhancing cultural relevance and diverse representation

WORDSL|V/E

Words Liive offers The Opus, an application which integrates
music, via song lyrics, into reading and writing assignments
alongside auto-generated, comprehensive supplemental materials.
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Leveraging the power of 1-1 or small group literacy
instruction

Reddlee

Readlee is an independent reading platform that uses Al to
measure and report data such as accuracy, vocabulary, pace,
and text completion.
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Targeting the needs of specific student subgroups

\ DA

Evision Academy Programs offers a Braille-based literacy program
to support blind and visually limited learners, in both public and
homeschool settings.
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NewSchools supports tools, content,
and models that increase equity by
for
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Questions?

e,
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|_ DS Bl U/ T
Symposium

OCTOBER25-27, 2021 | VIRTUAL

“Leading Competency-Based Education Redesign”

Thank you for joining us!

Share Your Thoughts.
Participate in our one-minute poll (link in chat box).



