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Session Agenda

Introduction and Overview 

What are Transformative Learning 
Experiences? 

Student Work Exhibition 

Student Panel 

Wrap Up

Question and Answer



Objectives

Learn about how an alternative school in MA leveraged 
Transformative Learning Experiences to make learning come to 
life

Hear directly from students about how Transformative Learning 
Experiences are helping them stay engaged in school and build 
their identities as learners.

Understand the potential impact of rigorous and purposeful 
project-based learning on student engagement, achievement and 
post-secondary readiness 



What 
Opportunity Academy is a set of alternative high 
school pathways that allow students to continue or 
restart on a pathway to a diploma.

Why 
Our school empowers learners who were previously 
disengaged with school to develop their academic, 
and socioemotional skills; and to envision and 
achieve a rewarding life. During the span from 
2017-2020, we cut HPS’ dropout rates from 7.8% to 
3.4%

How
We emphasize  robust and relevant project-based 
learning, and learning opportunities that extend 
beyond our school’s walls (TLEs); a 
competency-based approach; and strong, lasting 
relationships.

About Opportunity Academy 



What If…..

School actually helped 
students discover who they 
are, what they care about, 
and what they need to learn 
and be able to do in order to 
realize their goals?

Every student could finally 
answer the question, “Why 
do we have to learn this?” in 
a meaningful and personally 
resonant way?



Transformative Learning Experiences
Bring learning to life



Student Work Exhibition & Panel

Isaiah Acevedo
THE FOUND PROJECT

Jacob Ortiz
SLAM POETRY

Kenneth Daviau
My P.O.V.

Izayah Rivera
YOU AUTO KNOW 

...no matter the 
situation I was in I 
would make sure the 
people around me had 
everything they needed 
before I would worry 
about me.



Jacob O.   Slam Poetry 

How can you use the techniques of Slam Poetry to 

move your audience such that they understand and 

feel some part of your experience, point of view, or 

perspective?

Driving Question

Students will craft and perform their own piece of 

SLAM for a public audience that conveys a personal 

insight, experience, or point of view.

Creative Artifact



Izayah Rivera     

How can we use math to inform major financial 
decisions?

Driving Question

Conduct a client meeting to help them understand 
the hidden costs of purchasing a vehicle via a 
detailed spreadsheet comparing various data for 
two different vehicles over a 5 year ownership 
period.  

Creative Artifact

You Auto Know 



What have I “found” during the pandemic? Who am 
I now? 

Driving Question

A visual piece that communicates your response to 
the driving question. The visual piece could include: 
a photo, a cartoon, a collage, a drawing, a painting, 
or a mixed-medium or genre-mixing piece. 

Creative Artifact

Isaiah Acevedo      The Found Project
   



Kenneth Daviau 

Who am I? How did I get to be me? How can I share 
my story with the world?

Driving Question

A work of narrative nonfiction that illustrates the 
character growth, values, reflection, and personal 
insight of the author.  This may be shared as a 
personal statement with colleges or with another 
public audience. 

Creative Artifact

My P.O.V: The Personal Statement

Growing up I was grinding day and 
night to get what I needed to get, I 
would make sure people around me were 
good before I worried about myself. 
What this means is that no matter the 
situation I was in I would make sure the 
people around me had everything they 
needed before I would worry about me.





If We Want...

We Need To...

Build relationships and community
Foster student love of learning
Cultivate a sense of self-efficacy in students
Increase student achievement
Build college and career readiness

Ensure students have deep learning experiences, grounded in 
rigor and purpose. These two elements are mutually reinforcing 
and work together to support deep engagement, conceptual 
understanding, and essential skill building for students.

Core Elements of a Deep Learning Experience



Questions



To Learn More



Thank you for joining us!

Share Your Thoughts.
Participate in our one-minute poll (link in chat 

box).


