
SYMPOSIUM BREAKOUT SESSION
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2021  |  12:00-1:00 PM ET

Cultivating Student Identity and Purpose through 
Connectedness: Innovative Approaches to 

Relationship-Centered School Designs

PRESENTERS:
• Andrew Frishman, Big Picture Learning
• Izzy Fitzgerald, San Diego MET High School
• Mahnaz Charania, Christensen Institute
• Nathaniel Cole, Guild Education
• Yutaka Tamura, nXu



Thank you for joining us!

Share Your Thoughts.
Participate in our one-minute poll (link in chat box).



Todd Gloria 
Mayor of San Diego 

with

Izzy Fitzgerald 
Intern & 12th grade student at 
San Diego Met High School



































Purpose:
Connecting the dots



Copyright ©2021 nXu. All rights reserved   |   nxueducation.org   |

Connecting Often Disparate Constructs

PurposeSocial-Emotional 
Learning

Relationship/SOCAP
Development

Career 
Exploration

Identity
Development
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Purpose Definition
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Purpose is the guiding 
intention which sits at 
the intersection of 
what you’re good at, 
what you enjoy, and 
what needs in the 
world activate you.
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Purpose Statement
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Initial Life Purpose Statement

My purpose in life is to combine my strengths in _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ [what you’re good at],

with my love for  ___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ [roots of joy],

to _______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________[impact on what activates you].







“I’ve worked with you 
for several years, and I 
got to know you more in 
the past 5 days than I 
did in 3 years.” 

- Teacher


















