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Culture, Identity, and Voice: Student Perspectives on Agency 
and Ownership of Learning

PRESENTERS:
• Cali Kaminsky, WestEd
• Kasie Betten, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School
• Larissa Peru, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School
• Giovanni Durazo, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School
• Shaday Pena, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School
• Marissa Partida, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School
• Aidan Rains, Sunnyside Unified School District, Desert View High School



Session Learning Goals:

Understand formative assessment 
as a process through which 
students and teachers elicit, 
interpret and use evidence to 
enhance learning, during the 
learning.

Explore how formative assessment, 
socio-cultural practice, connected 
learning and prior knowledge 
support student agency

Session Success Criteria:

Describe the central tenets of student 
agency in learning

Articulate how these concepts connect to 
and show up in the student experience



Formative assessment is defined 
as the process used by teachers 
and students to notice, recognize, 
and respond to student learning in 
order to enhance that learning, 
during learning.

                      Cowie and Bell, 1999
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Formative assessment 
is a practice of 

evidence collection, 
interpretation and use.
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WestEd’s Formative 
Insights Guiding 
Principles represent the 
changes we have 
observed in advanced 
formative assessment 
practice, as teachers 
come to understand 
ways in which formative 
assessment develops 
alongside student 
identity and learning 
culture.



Learner agency is a set of skills, 
mindsets and opportunities that 

support ownership, voice and 
autonomy to meet specific goals.



Sunnyside Unified School District

Established in 1921
Surrounded by Native Nations
1,900 employees
21 schools
Serving 14,648 students
87% Hispanic
86% qualify for free or reduced lunch



Sunnyside Unified VISION
Every child... College, Career and Community Ready.

Sunnyside Unified MISSION
Our mission is to develop students with a strong sense of 
identity, purpose and agency, so that they leave our system as 
effective learners who act with purpose to achieve the 
conditions they desire in their own and others' lives.





Sunnyside Student and Teacher Panel



Panel Reflections





Thank you for joining us!

Share Your Thoughts
Participate in our one-minute poll (link in chat box)


