
SYMPOSIUM BREAKOUT SESSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2022 |  12:00-1:00 PM ET

Getting Smarter Together: Finding and Sharing Information to 
Advance Equitable, Student-Centered Innovation in Schools

PRESENTERS:
• Chelsea Waite, Center on Reinventing Public Education
• Beth Rabbitt, The Learning Accelerator
• Miguel Gonzalez, Embark Education
• Donnell Cannon, Maureen Joy Charter School
• Alexa Sorden, Concourse Village Elementary School
• Tyler Thigpen, The Forest Schools and Institute for Self Directed Learning



Welcome!
In the chat, please share:

● Your name and affiliation
● A person or place that inspires you
● The place you’re joining from (including indigenous land, if 

you know it)

To learn about the indigenous land you live or work on, visit https://native-land.ca/ 

https://native-land.ca/


Let’s do these things together to be an effective 

group

Participate in full: Let’s be present together for this precious time and try to minimize other 
distractions. We’ve built in lots of ways to engage!

Value difference: Let’s appreciate diversity and respect differences in life experiences or 
backgrounds.

Take – and reward – risks: Let’s put ourselves out there and learn in public. Let’s express 
gratitude to each other for putting ourselves out there, too.

Non-attribution in breakout rooms: The main session is being recorded, but breakout rooms 
won’t be. After the session, please keep your colleagues’ identities confidential when sharing 
what happened in breakouts.

And…
Have fun! Welcome each other with non-judgment as the full quirky humans we are.
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Six themes for education recovery from around the 
world

Source: Rebecca Winthrop, “Shared priorities to transform education systems: Mapping recovery and transformation agendas,” Brookings Institution, 2022

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Shared-priorities-to-transform-ed-systems_FINAL.pdf


Different perspectives on priorities

Source: Rebecca Winthrop, “Shared priorities to transform education systems: Mapping recovery and transformation agendas,” Brookings Institution, 2022

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Shared-priorities-to-transform-ed-systems_FINAL.pdf


Practices underway in a diverse set of innovative 
schools

Cluster 1:
Educational justice and 

holistic student 
supports

Cluster 2:
Postsecondary 

pathways and the 
world outside school

Cluster 3:
Deeper learning for 

mastery

Cluster 4:
Flexible and 

individualized learning 
pathways

Cluster 5:
Blended learning

Source: “Innovation in action: How creative schools are designing a more equitable education system,” The Canopy Project, 2022

https://canopyschools.transcendeducation.org/#report


Concourse Village 
Elementary School

Key practices:

• Station rotation
• Flipped classroom
• Self-assessment opportunities
• Culturally responsive practices
• Real-world problem solving tasks 

More about CVES:

• Collaborative Reading: Building Successful 
Readers Together (Edutopia)

• Pairing Teachers to Drive Professional 
Development (Edutopia)

• Case Study: Concourse Village Elementary 
School (Chan Zuckerberg Initiative)

Alexa Sorden,
Founding Principal

Where Alexa learns:

Achieve the Core

The Lexile Framework for Reading

Visible Learning 

Self Development Books: Atomic Habits 
by James Clear and Eat That Frog by Brian 
Tracy

Source: InsideSchools 

https://www.edutopia.org/video/collaborative-reading-building-successful-readers-together
https://www.edutopia.org/video/collaborative-reading-building-successful-readers-together
https://www.edutopia.org/video/pairing-teachers-drive-professional-development
https://www.edutopia.org/video/pairing-teachers-drive-professional-development
https://chanzuckerberg.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/20_0110-CZI-CSD-CaseStudy-ConcourseVillage.pdf
https://chanzuckerberg.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/20_0110-CZI-CSD-CaseStudy-ConcourseVillage.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/
https://lexile.com/
https://visible-learning.org/


Co-founder of North Phillips 
School of Innovation

Key practices:

• Passion and Purpose-based instruction 
• Real-world Instruction 
• Student belonging 
• Identity development 

More about NPSI:

• North Phillips School of Innovation
• We Drive It
• NPSI Journey Guide 
• A Case Study on Innovation & Change 

Management in Edgecombe County Public 
Schools

Where Donnell learns:

• Transcend Education

• The Inspiration Project- by Franklin Street 
Studio

• The Hummingbird Stories

• Profound Ladies 

Donnell Cannon
Co-founder

Source: Maureen JOy Charter School 

Recent books he recommends:

● The 15 Commitments of Conscious Leadership
● My Grandmother's Hands: Racialized Trauma 

and the Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and 
Bodies 

● In Search of Deeper Learning: The Quest to 
Remake the American High School 

Source: NPSI 

https://vimeo.com/567251843/024a1b060b
https://youtu.be/LgXh5YRSOnk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sIyWEjx798TOtpBqmSNhDbMEK3k8dEwY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JK9NjvedDwu8nEk_nO4CIdzNRaq08wL-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JK9NjvedDwu8nEk_nO4CIdzNRaq08wL-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JK9NjvedDwu8nEk_nO4CIdzNRaq08wL-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.transcendeducation.org/
https://www.theinspirationproject.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-hummingbird-stories/id1537586690
https://profoundladies.org/
https://www.amazon.com/15-Commitments-Conscious-Leadership-Sustainable-ebook/dp/B00R3MHWUE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5I8A06NDPTGR&keywords=the+15+commitments+of+conscious+leadership&qid=1666655354&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjU4IiwicXNhIjoiMS4zMiIsInFzcCI6IjEuNDIifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sprefix=the+15+comm%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway/dp/1942094477
https://www.amazon.com/My-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway/dp/1942094477
https://www.amazon.com/My-Grandmothers-Hands-Racialized-Pathway/dp/1942094477
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Deeper-Learning-Remake-American/dp/0674988396
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Deeper-Learning-Remake-American/dp/0674988396


Embark Education

Key practices:

• Flexible facilities & classroom design
• Multi-age classrooms
• Real-world problem solving
• Student-led conferences
• Competency framework

More about Embark:

• Embark Education- Overview video
• A Call for Learner-Centered Leaders to See Each 

Other Inside the Same Movement
• A Journey to Radically Change the Way 

Business, Education, and Community Intersect
• Embark Education on Embedding Learning in 

Business

Where Miguel learns:

The Inspiration Project- by Franklin Street Studio

Iterative Space

Finding Mastery Podcast

Recent Books that inspired and made me 
wonder:

Emergent Strategy- Adrienne Marie Brown

Infinite Game- Simon Sinek

Miguel Gonzalez
Founder

Source: Rocky Mountain PBS

https://vimeo.com/479067933
https://education-reimagined.org/a-call-for-learner-centered-leaders-to-see-each-other-inside-the-same-movement/
https://education-reimagined.org/a-call-for-learner-centered-leaders-to-see-each-other-inside-the-same-movement/
https://education-reimagined.org/a-journey-to-radically-change-the-way-business-education-and-community-intersect/
https://education-reimagined.org/a-journey-to-radically-change-the-way-business-education-and-community-intersect/
https://www.gettingsmart.com/podcast/embark-education-on-embedding-learning-in-business/
https://www.gettingsmart.com/podcast/embark-education-on-embedding-learning-in-business/
https://www.theinspirationproject.org/
https://www.iterativespace.org/
https://findingmastery.net/


The Forest Schools and 
Institute for Self Directed 

Learning
Key practices:

• Advancement on mastery
• Assessments for deeper learning
• Real-world problem solving
• Students as co-leaders
• Students progress at own pace

More about The Forest School:

• How The Forest School builds students’ social 
capital (Getting Smart)

• Opportunities for school transformation 
(National Association for Independent Schools)

• Parent actions that empower children to 
become independent learners (HundrED)

Where Tyler learns:

• NYTimes

• Youtube

• Kottke

Recent books he recommends:

• A new kind of diversity

• Minerva and the future of higher education

• The death of character 

Tyler Thigpen
Founder

Source: The Forest School

https://www.gettingsmart.com/2021/04/27/ten-ways-schools-can-build-students-social-capital/
https://www.gettingsmart.com/2021/04/27/ten-ways-schools-can-build-students-social-capital/
https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/winter-2022/the-changing-landscape-opportunities-for-independent-school-transformation/
https://hundred.org/en/articles/what-are-the-most-essential-parent-actions-that-empower-children-to-become-independent-learners
https://hundred.org/en/articles/what-are-the-most-essential-parent-actions-that-empower-children-to-become-independent-learners
https://kottke.org/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/A-New-Kind-of-Diversity/Tim-Elmore/9798887100005
https://www.minerva.edu/minerva-book/
https://www.amazon.com/Death-Character-Moral-Education-Without/dp/0465031773


Let’s hear from you!
Padlet: https://padlet.com/cwaite61/3pg6bcxjfuauxrz2 

https://padlet.com/cwaite61/3pg6bcxjfuauxrz2


Group share-out:
Where do you turn when you need to learn 
something new?



Browse and search among 308 schools in the Canopy project

www.CanopySchools.org



Thank you for joining us!

Share Your Thoughts
Participate in our one-minute poll (link in chat box)


