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Policy actions are needed to drive the transformation of K-12 education systems
and accelerate the advancement of breakthrough policies and practices to ensure high-quality
learning for all.

Presented here are INACOL's 2019 policy priorities, an equity-driven and future-focused set of state and
federal policy recommendations, informed by the learning sciences and lessons learned from studying
highly effective education systems from other countries.

These policy priorities, designed to ensure the nation’s education system is fit for purpose, are intentionally constructed to move
states forward from their current state of education to future systems capable of preparing all graduates with the knowledge, abilities

and dispositions necessary to achieve success, to contribute to their communities and to advance our society.
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https://www.inacol.org/resource/fit-purpose-taking-long-view-systems-change/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/current-future-state-issues-action-steps-state-policy-support-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/redefining-student-success-profile-graduate/
https://www.inacol.org/news/meaningful-qualifications-and-state-policy-certifying-knowledge-in-competency-based-k-12-education-systems/
https://www.inacol.org/news/from-vermont-to-new-zealand-next-generation-approaches-to-certifying-student-readiness-for-future-success/
https://www.competencyworks.org/understanding-competency-education/moving-from-seat-time-to-competency-based-credits-in-state-policy-ensuring-all-students-develop-mastery/?x=0&y=0&_sf_s=seat+time
https://www.inacol.org/resource/rethinking-state-accountability-support-personalized-competency-based-learning-k-12-education/
https://www.inacol.org/news/considerations-next-generation-accountability-system-redesign/
https://www.inacol.org/news/multiple-measures-data-and-reporting-in-vermont-and-california/
https://www.inacol.org/news/next-generation-accountability-continuous-improvement-important/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-redesigning-systems-assessments-student-centered-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-redesigning-systems-assessments-student-centered-learning/
https://www.competencyworks.org/understanding-competency-education/five-key-lessons-for-mastery-learning-startup/?x=16&y=23&_sf_s=certify+mastery
https://www.competencyworks.org/understanding-competency-education/five-key-lessons-for-mastery-learning-startup/?x=16&y=23&_sf_s=certify+mastery
https://www.competencyworks.org/resources/learner-centered-tip-of-the-week-constant-feedback/?x=0&y=0&_sf_s=timely+feedback
https://www.inacol.org/resource/state-strategies-develop-teacher-capacity-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/news/what-do-teachers-need-to-know-and-be-able-to-do-to-succeed-in-personalized-competency-based-learning-environments/
https://www.inacol.org/news/equity-by-design-in-the-educator-workforce/
https://www.inacol.org/news/transforming-the-educator-workforce-creating-multiple-high-quality-teacher-pathways-developing-professional-judgment-and-building-assessment-literacy/
https://www.inacol.org/news/transforming-the-educator-workforce-creating-multiple-high-quality-teacher-pathways-developing-professional-judgment-and-building-assessment-literacy/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-state-policy-k-12-competency-based-education/
https://www.inacol.org/news/increase-opportunity-for-student-success-through-multiple-pathways-to-graduation/
https://www.inacol.org/news/increase-opportunity-for-student-success-through-multiple-pathways-to-graduation/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/innovation-zones-creating-policy-flexibility-for-competency-based-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/news/education-innovation-pilot-programs-provide-catalyst-for-localities-personalizing-learning-for-k-12-students/
https://www.inacol.org/news/moving-from-seat-time-to-competency-based-credits-in-state-policy-ensuring-all-students-develop-mastery/
https://www.inacol.org/news/making-learning-personal-eliminate-gaps-and-ensure-mastery-through-proficiency-based-diplomas/
https://www.inacol.org/news/making-learning-personal-eliminate-gaps-and-ensure-mastery-through-proficiency-based-diplomas/
https://www.inacol.org/news/whats-happening-with-competency-based-transcripts-and-rethinking-college-admissions-in-the-united-states/
https://www.inacol.org/news/whats-happening-with-competency-based-transcripts-and-rethinking-college-admissions-in-the-united-states/

2019 FEDERAL POLICY PRIORITIES

Launch a pilot program in the
reauthorization of the Higher
Education Act to encourage
the development of innovative,
fully competency-based and

Remove barriers for states in

ESSA tion 1204 (Innovativ
Assessment Pilot) by lifting the

seven-state cap, allowing time

for planning, and making funding

available for states to develop and

ERERARE personalized teacher and leader EXRANDRIE stage implementation of high-quality,
EDUCATOR reparation brograms. INNOVATIVE innovative systems of assessments
LEADERS FOR THE ASSESSMENT that include performance
FUTURE PILOT assessments to support
competency-based pathways.
H Support continued expansion 5 Target funding within the
f broadband infrastructure an reauthorized Perkins Career
increased access to Wi-Fiin €§3 and Technical Education Act to
schools and homes by fully funding encourage alignment of programs
INCREASE the E-Rate and Lifeline programs. LEVERAGE with personalized pathways and
ACCESS TO RESOURCES competency-based approaches
BROADBAND AND ALIGN FOR across K-12, higher education and
CONNECTIVITY POSTSECONDARY the workforce.
TRANSITIONS
LEARN MORE

iNACOL/CompetencyWorks Reports:

B Current to Future State: Issues and Action Steps for State
Policy to Support Personalized, Competency-Based
Learning

B Fit for Purpose: Taking the Long View on Systems Change
and Policy to Support Competency Education

B Meeting The Every Student Succeeds Act's Promise: State
Policy to Support Personalized Learning

B Promising State Policies for Personalized Learning

B Laying the Foundation for Competency Education: A Polic
Guide for the Next Generation Educator Workforce

B Reaching the Tipping Point: Insights on Advancin
Competency Education in New England

B A National Landscape Scan of Personalized Learning in K-12
Education in the United States

INAC®L

The mission of INACOL is to drive the transformation of education
systems and accelerate the advancement of breakthrough policies and
practices to ensure high-quality learning for all.

www.inacol.org

iNACOL Issue Briefs:

B State Funding Strategies to Support Education Innovation

B State Policy & K-12 Competency-Based Education

B Innovation Zones: Creating Policy Flexibility for Personalized
Learning

B Redesigning Systems of Assessments for Student-Centered
Learning

B Redefining Student Success: Profile of a Graduate

B Rethinking State Accountability to Support Personalized
Competency-Based Learning in K-12 Education

B State Strategies to Develop Teacher Capacity for
Personalized, Competency-Based Learning

B Course Access: Providing Equitable Access to High-Qualit

Learning Opportunities
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https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/leg/hea08/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/leg/hea08/index.html
https://www.inacol.org/resource/laying-the-foundation-for-competency-education-a-policy-guide-for-the-next-generation-educator-workforce/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/laying-the-foundation-for-competency-education-a-policy-guide-for-the-next-generation-educator-workforce/
https://www.inacol.org/news/u-s-department-of-education-invites-state-applications-for-a-new-pilot-on-innovative-systems-of-assessments/
https://www.inacol.org/news/u-s-department-of-education-invites-state-applications-for-a-new-pilot-on-innovative-systems-of-assessments/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-redesigning-systems-assessments-student-centered-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/news/build-robust-technology-infrastructure-and-improve-broadband-to-expand-educational-opportunity/
https://www.inacol.org/news/build-robust-technology-infrastructure-and-improve-broadband-to-expand-educational-opportunity/
https://www.inacol.org/news/build-robust-technology-infrastructure-and-improve-broadband-to-expand-educational-opportunity/
https://www.inacol.org/news/build-robust-technology-infrastructure-and-improve-broadband-to-expand-educational-opportunity/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/universal-service-program-schools-and-libraries-e-rate
https://www.fcc.gov/general/lifeline-program-low-income-consumers
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/sectech/leg/perkins/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/sectech/leg/perkins/index.html
https://www.inacol.org/resource/current-future-state-issues-action-steps-state-policy-support-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/current-future-state-issues-action-steps-state-policy-support-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/current-future-state-issues-action-steps-state-policy-support-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/fit-purpose-taking-long-view-systems-change/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/fit-purpose-taking-long-view-systems-change/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/meeting-the-every-student-succeeds-acts-promise-state-policy-to-support-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/meeting-the-every-student-succeeds-acts-promise-state-policy-to-support-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/promising-state-policies-for-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/laying-the-foundation-for-competency-education-a-policy-guide-for-the-next-generation-educator-workforce/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/laying-the-foundation-for-competency-education-a-policy-guide-for-the-next-generation-educator-workforce/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/reaching-the-tipping-point-insights-on-advancing-competency-education-in-new-england/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/reaching-the-tipping-point-insights-on-advancing-competency-education-in-new-england/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/a-national-landscape-scan-of-personalized-learning-in-k-12-education-in-the-united-states/?platform=hootsuite
https://www.inacol.org/resource/a-national-landscape-scan-of-personalized-learning-in-k-12-education-in-the-united-states/?platform=hootsuite
https://www.inacol.org/resource/state-funding-strategies-to-support-education-innovation/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-state-policy-k-12-competency-based-education/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/innovation-zones-creating-policy-flexibility-for-competency-based-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/innovation-zones-creating-policy-flexibility-for-competency-based-personalized-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-redesigning-systems-assessments-student-centered-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/inacol-issue-brief-redesigning-systems-assessments-student-centered-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/redefining-student-success-profile-graduate/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/rethinking-state-accountability-support-personalized-competency-based-learning-k-12-education/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/rethinking-state-accountability-support-personalized-competency-based-learning-k-12-education/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/state-strategies-develop-teacher-capacity-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/state-strategies-develop-teacher-capacity-personalized-competency-based-learning/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/course-access-providing-equitable-access-to-high-quality-learning-opportunities/
https://www.inacol.org/resource/course-access-providing-equitable-access-to-high-quality-learning-opportunities/

