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Innovation in Arkansas:
The Power of Networked Innovation



The Arkansas Department of 
E ducation is  transforming 

A rkansas to lead the nation in 
student- focused education.



Charter, SOI, 
Act 1240, Credit 
by Demonstrated 

Mastery
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Innovation Zones: 
Started with 

Enabling Policies for 
Innovative 

Transformation
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innovation
“. . . .a new or creative alternative to the existing 
instructional and administrative practices that is  
intended to improve academic performance and 

learning for all students.”  DE S E /S O I R ules



“Innovation is less 
about generating
brand-new ideas  and 
more about
knocking down 
barriers  to making
those ideas  a 
reality.”
~J ohn K otter, Accelerate
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Student-focused
Based on the needs of your learners

60%vote
F or S O I success!

SOI Council of Innovation
C ollaborate to design and develop your S O I plan
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Substantial Progress
Toward meeting goals

4 year renewal
T o continue S O I success!

2 years to designate
T ry out T heory of  A ction
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With so many paths to 
transformation, WHY SOI?

“I didn’t expect 
this, it really is  a 

shift in mindset…”



Professional 
Networks
make a 

difference
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E mpowered Learners N etworked for S upport  =  

M eaningful, A pplied Learning &  R eflection =  C hange in P ractice



Arkansas Schools of INNOVATION: Networks are Statewide
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Contact Information
Office of Innovation for Education
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education

Lisa Tyler  DESE Student Support Services Lisa.Tyler@Arkansas.gov
Denise Airola OIE dairola@uark.edu
Marsha Hash  OIE Hash@uark.edu
Carolyn Farrell  OIE Cfarrel@uark.edu

Crystal Beshears OIE cbeshea@uark.edu 
Natalie Townsend OIE nst001@uark.edu
OIE Office Phone: 479 575-4499
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