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How it started:
“What revisions do we 
need to make to high 
school graduation 
requirements?”
- February 2018

How it’s going:



Utah State Board of Education

MISSION
Upon completion, all Utah 
students are prepared to 

succeed and lead by having the 
knowledge and skills to learn, 

engage civically, and lead 
meaningful lives.

The Utah State Board of Education 
leads by creating conditions for 
student success: advocating for 
necessary resources, developing 

policy, and providing effective 
oversight and support. 

VISION



CLARITY OF PURPOSE

Identify the ideal characteristics of a 
Utah graduate after going through the 
K-12 system.

*This discussion is not about graduation 
credits or requirements.



What are our hopes, dreams and 
aspirations for our students?



Most 
Important 

Quality



tinyurl.com/UtahTalentMAP



Utah's Portrait of a Graduate 
identifies the ideal 

characteristics of a Utah 
graduate after going through 

the K-12 system.



KEY
Mastery

Autonomy

Purpose

Mastery is the ability to demonstrate depth 
of knowledge and skill proficiency.

Autonomy is having the self-confidence and
motivation to think and act independently.

Purpose guides life decisions, influences 
behavior, shapes goals, offers a sense of 
direction, and creates meaning.
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Taking the next step. 
From vision...

… to reality. 



Utah Experts & KnowledgeWorks

124 Utah Developers 3 Weeks of Zoom 13 Draft Competencies



Utah P-20 Competencies

● High expectations for all students

● Alignment from Pre-K to Higher Education

● Providing students personalized opportunities to 
demonstrate competency







Reimagining Education - Collaboration & Teamwork
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How it started:

“What revisions do we 
need to make to high 
school graduation 
requirements?”

- February 2018

How it’s going:

Let’s reimagine the K-
12 education system 
to achieve our Utah 
Portrait of a Graduate. 
- September 2020



Questions?
Sarah Young, Utah State Board of Education

sarah.young@schools.utah.gov
To Learn More: 

https://www.schools.utah.gov/portraitgraduate
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